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Global Distribution of World Income, 2011
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The Evolution of Regional Incomes
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Historical Divergence: The Triangular Trade
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The Rise of Western Europe (Acemoglu et al., 2005)
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FIGURE 1A. WESTERN EUROPE, EASTERN EUROPE, AND AsIA: URBANIZATION RATES, WEIGHTED BY POPULATION, 1300-1850
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The Rise of the Atlantic Traders (Acemoglu et al., 2005)
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FIGURE 1B. ATLANTIC TRADERS, WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES NOT ATLANTIC TRADERS, AND EASTERN EUROPE:
URBANIZATION RATES, WEIGHTED BY POPULATION, 1300-1850
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Africa’s Slave Trade

Overview of the Slave Trade.
Out of Africa
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Africa’s Slave Trade
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Africa’s Slave Trade
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The Slave Trade in Africa (Nunn, 2008)
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Plantation Slavery in the Americas

SUGAR CANE PLANTATION,
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Plantation Slavery in the Americas (Nunn, 2008)

Partial correlation plot: slavery in 1750 and income in 2000
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e ( slaves / total population, 1750 | X )

coef = -2.63, se = .42, t = -6.23



Traditional Views on Economic Development

© Short-run factors like: capital, health, education, and
policies.

@ More fundamental slow-moving factors like: domestic
institutions, social norms, or cultural traits.

© Geography.
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Dispersion of Income and Investment (Grier and Grier,

2007)
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Dispersion of Schooling

A Primary School Enrollment Rates
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B. Secondary School Enrollment Rates
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Dispersion of Policies
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Traditional Views on Economic Development

@ Short-run factors like: capital, health, education, and policies.

@ More fundamental slow-moving factors like: domestic
institutions, social norms, or cultural traits.

© Geography.
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Measuring Culture (Henrich et al., 2005)

Figure 1. Locations of the 15 small-scale societies.
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The Ultimatum Game
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Culture and Market Integration (Henrich et al., 2005)
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The Lamalera
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The Lamalera
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Origins of Distrust in Africa (Nunn and Wantchekon, 2011)

Table 1. The Method of Enslavement of Koelle’s Informants

Manner of Enslavement Percentage
Taken in a war 24.3%
Kidnapped or seized 40.3%
Sold/tricked by a relative, friend, etc. 19.4%
Through a judicial process 16.0%

Notes: The data are from Sigismund Koelle’s Linguistic Inventory. The
sample consists of 144 informants interviewed by Koelle for which their
means of enslavement is known.
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Female Labor Force Participation
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Gender Norms around the World
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Origins of Gender Norms (Alesina, Giuliano and Nunn,
2013)
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Origins of Gender Norms (Alesina, Giuliano and Nunn,
2013)
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ditional Plough Use and FLFP

e(Female labor force participation in 2000 | X)

0
e(Traditional plough use | X)
(coef = —12.401, t-stat = -4.18)
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ditional Plou and Female Firm Ownership

x
o
-
o
q
)
o
S
«
g
<
[Z
o
9]
c
2
5]
(oA
©
E
9]
D)
<
=
2
(2}
IS
=
=
=
5]
o
<t
I
<
@
[

40
1

VeT

KGZ VNM
.

]
PAN NER _ MEX®
GIREN 'Dhﬁf * o
ARG AZECERUR® * %or, 89D Lso
CMR G
L]

—40
1

o4

|
-
-

e(Traditional plough use | X)
(coef = —15.241, t-stat = -3.75)

Nathan Nunn Economics from a Historical Perspective



Traditional Views on Economic Development

@ Short-run factors like: capital, health, education, and policies.

@ More fundamental slow-moving factors like: domestic
institutions, social norms, or cultural traits.

© Geography.
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Geography and Income
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Historical Impacts of the TseTse Fly in A

2014)

Tsetse fly modern distribution

Tsetse flies live today in
meist savanna and woodlands,
regions with > 500 mm of rain
a year.

Tseise flies camy a parasite
which can infect

livestock and people with
trypancsomiasis

(sleeping sickness).

Nathan Nunn Economics from a Historical Perspective



Historical Impacts of the TseTse Fly in Africa
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Historical Impacts of Ruggedness
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Historical Impacts of Ruggedness

Income and Ruggedness among Non—African Countries
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Historical Impacts of Ruggedness

Income and Ruggedness among African Countries
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Conclusions

@ We really cannot understand economic development today
without thinking about history and how we got here.

@ Next question: What implications does this have for economic
policy moving forward?
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